


REDEMPTION PEORIA  |  LITURGY FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

March 22, 2020 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR GATHERING 

Welcome to Redemption Church at home. As we come into God’s presence together this 
morning, we come as a people scattered throughout the valley worshiping in our homes. Even 
still we are one people, worshiping the one true God. As you work through this liturgy at home 
(liturgy does mean the work of the people, after all), take your time with it. Read through the 
texts slowly, sing the songs and spend time in prayer, so that the Word of God may dwell richly 
within you (Col. 3:16).  

As we gather for worship this way, we realize that things look radically different. The early 
Christian movement can serve as a source of guidance and encouragement to us as we 
navigate these new circumstances. Just as early Christians gathered on Sundays in homes, so 
will we. We will gather to renew the covenant of grace with our Triune God and to rehearse the 
story of salvation. On these terms, a gathering of 5 is just as legitimate as a gathering of 500, 
though admittedly we will miss the strength of our visible unity and the ministry of our leaders 
present among us. We suggest that you gather with a group of no more than 10 individuals, or 
perhaps alone or with your family. Of course, if you have had known contact with anyone who 
has tested positive for COVID-19, or if you are experiencing symptoms of any kind, we ask that 
you refrain from gathering with anyone outside your household.  

In terms of how to proceed with this liturgy, feel free to assign parts depending on your 
circumstances. However, we would make the following suggestions:  

• Select a leader who will read all the “LEADER” parts. Everyone else should read the “ALL”               
parts. For our usual Sunday feel, think of them as “Y’ALL” parts, even. 

• Select three other people (assuming you have enough present) in the gathering to lead the 
three prayers included in this liturgy: the Prayer of Adoration, the Prayers of Thanksgiving & 
Intercession, and the Prayers of Illumination. There are prompts included with each of these 
prayers should they be helpful to you.  

2



• For the hymns, we have included the hymn texts in the printed liturgy, as well as links to 
arrangements we typically sing when we gather, which are most familiar to most of us 

• We would ask you to sing the hymns we have included. We know that God’s people sing. 
Think of the multitude of saints who’ve gone before you in song to the Lord, whether in a 
large gathering, their homes, or hidden underground somewhere amidst severe persecution. 
Even though we are not gathered physically this morning, we can experience spiritual unity 
through the same liturgy, prayers, scripture readings, and hymns. Though we will not have 
our sanctuary this morning, we will have each other. It’s a good reminder that the church is 
ultimately not a building, but a people, and even more, God’s people, the bride of Jesus 
Christ. We can pray, sing, and listen to God’s Word knowing that He is present with us, 
feeding us on His grace. And as is true Sunday to Sunday and every moment in between, we 
need Him. Oh, how we need Him. Thankfully, we have Him.  

NOTE 
Before you jump in, take several minutes to quiet your hearts and listen to this setting of the 
3rd Psalm. | LISTEN 

Now, take more time and remember the truth again. | LISTEN 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https://youtu.be/y_78jlQunuc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cDyS5hWmHM


GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 
We begin our time with a call to worship to remember together that worship starts with God, not us. 

CALL TO WORSHIP | READ PSALM 46 ALOUD 

LEADER: To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah. According to Alamoth. A Song. 

ALL:   God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
  Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,  
  though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
  though its waters roar and foam,  
  though the mountains tremble at its swelling.  Selah 

   There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High.  
  God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 
  God will help her when morning dawns. 

   The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
  The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 

   Come, behold the works of the LORD,  
  how he has brought desolations on the earth. 

   He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;  
  he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. 

   “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations,  
  I will be exalted in the earth!” 

   The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 
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HYMN | “PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY (JOYFUL, JOYFUL)” | LISTEN & SING 

ALL:   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation 
  O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation 
  Come all who hear now to His temple, draw near; join me in glad adoration 

   Praise to the Lord, above all things so wondrously reigning 
  Shelt’ring you under His wings and so gently sustaining 
  Have you not seen all that is needful has been sent by His gracious ordaining 

   Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you 
  Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you 
  Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, if with His love He befriends you 

   Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee; God of glory, Lord of love 
  Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, op’ning to the sun above  

   Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him  
  All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him 
  Let the “Amen!” sound from His people again; gladly forever adore Him 

PRAYER OF ADORATION 

PROMPTS: Praise God for his power and his goodness over all creation. 
  Praise God for his steadfast and sustaining love. 
  Thank God for his faithfulness to his people. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH: HEIDELBERG CATECHISM Q/A 1 

LEADER: What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

ALL:   That I belong — body and soul, in life and in death — not to myself, but to my   
  faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of His own blood has fully paid  
  for all my sins and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil;  
  that He protects me so well that without the will of my Father in heaven not  
  a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything must fit His purpose for 
  my salvation. Therefore, by His Holy Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life, 
  and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for Him. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O25pj_Nimc4


CONFESSION & RENEWAL 
A healthy reorientation to the reality that God is holy, we are sinners. and Jesus saves us. 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN | based on Isaiah 55:6-7 

LEADER:  Hear God’s invitation through the prophet Isaiah: 

      Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near;  
     Let the wicked change their ways and the unrighteous their very thoughts of wrong. 
     Let them turn to the LORD that he may have mercy on them. 

ALL: Again, turn to our God, for he will forgive generously. 

SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 

NOTE: Be careful not to rush the silence, take your time. 

HYMN | “BY THY MERCY” | LISTEN & SING 

ALL:  Jesus, Lord of life and glory, bend from heav’n Thy gracious ear; 
 While our waiting hearts adore Thee, friend of helpless sinners, hear; 
 
 From the depths of nature’s blindness, from the hardening pow’r of sin; 
 from all malice and unkindness, from the pride that lurks within; 

   By Thy mercy, O deliver us — good Lord! 

  When temptation sorely presses in the day of Satan’s pow’r; 
 in our times of deep distresses, in each dark and trying hour; 

  When the world around is smiling, in the time of wealth and ease;  
 Earthly joys, our hearts beguiling in the day of health and peace (REFRAIN) 

  In the weary hours of sickness, in the times of grief and pain; 
 When we feel our mortal weakness, when all human help is vain 

  In the solemn hour of dying, in the awful Judgment Day 
 May our souls, on Thee relying, find Thee still our Rock and Stay (REFRAIN) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj5GXSJ6ktw


ASSURANCE OF PARDON IN THE GOSPEL | based on Isaiah 55; John 1; Hebrews 12 

LEADER: Hear the power and forgiveness of the good news: 

   As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it 
  without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields  
  seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from   
  my mouth: 

ALL:   It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire  
  and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

LEADER: The Lord has sent forth his Word, who was with him in the beginning. 

ALL:   The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

LEADER: God’s Word was silenced at the cross, as sin and death shut his mouth. 

ALL:   But the Word was raised, and his blood now speaks a better word. 

LEADER: This reversal stands as an everlasting sign, 

ALL:   To show the unique glory of our Lord, that will never be silenced. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & INTERCESSION 

PROMPTS: Thank God that he forgives our sins and heals our diseases. (Psalm 103)  
   
  Pray for those impacted by COVID-19: 
   - in countries hit hardest (China, Italy) and families impacted 
   - for the increasing numbers in the US 
    - for the medically vulnerable 
    - for those pregnant and anxious  
    - for small business owners 

   Pray for those in pastoral positions as they work tirelessly to shepherd during   
  these trying times for so many. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE DURING THESE TIMES 
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https://www.pluralguild.com/journal/pass-the-peace-alternative?fbclid=IwAR2fvfw7ny8_B0lrWB1y8to3lZsGzBoI6iLDVVFv91BtkGjUG2XMMOgHsJc


THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL:   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will   
  be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and   
  forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not   
  into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 
HYMN | “GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS” | LISTEN & SING 

ALL:   Great is Thy faithfulness, oh God my Father; 
  There is no shadow of turning with Thee 
  Thou changest not; Thy compassions, they fail not 
  As Thou hast been Thou forever will be 

   REFRAIN: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning, new mercies I see! 
    All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 

   I could not love Thee, so blind and unfeeling 
  Covenant promises fell not to me; 
  Then, without warning, desire, or deserving 
  I found my Treasure, my pleasure in Thee [REFRAIN] 

   I have no merit to woo or delight Thee 
  I have no wisdom or powers to employ 
  Yet, in Thy mercy, how pleasing Thou finds me 
  This is Thy pleasure — that Thou art my joy [REFRAIN] 

   Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 
  Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 
  Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 
  Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [REFRAIN] 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eQ1oal44wU


PREPARATION FOR THE WORD | based on Psalm 119:105 

 LEADER: Your Word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet; 
ALL: Without it we cannot see. 

 LEADER: And your Word, O Lord, is a light upon our path; 
ALL: Without it we lose our way. 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
“Do you want to hear God speak? Read the Bible out loud.” — John Piper 

SCRIPTURE READING | MATTHEW 6:9-13 

LEADER: Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your    
  kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
  as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 

LEADER: This is the Word of the Lord! 

ALL:   Thanks be to God! 

SERMON | “OUR FATHER” | PASTOR SEAN 
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https://youtu.be/B1-TzSXL-Yo


OFFERING | We are still able to give online or by mail if you write checks. 

We are still able to give online, friends. If you prefer to write a check you can still mail it to our 
central church address, but at this time online giving would be preferred.  
 
Your generosity is needed now more than ever with the many opportunities to serve our 
neighbors during this time. Please CLICK THIS LINK below to give online. It will open in a new 
browser window. 

If you would like to mail a check, please make checks out to “Redemption Church” with 
“Redemption Peoria” written clearly in the memo line. Then mail checks to:  

Redemption Church:  1820 West Elliot Rd. Gilbert, AZ 85233  
 

CATECHISM ON THE WORD | The Geneva Catechism, Q. 300-303 

LEADER: Eternal life is to know the one true God, our Father,  
  and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. But how do we know this? 

ALL:   For this end God has given us his holy word;  
  for spiritual doctrine is a kind of door by which we enter his heavenly    
  kingdom. 

LEADER: Where are we to seek for this word? 

ALL:   In the Holy Scriptures, in which it is contained. 

LEADER: How are we to use it so that it is fruitful in us? 

ALL:   By embracing it with entire heartfelt persuasion, as certain truth which has   
  come down from heaven, by yielding to it, and subjecting our minds and wills   
  in obedience to it, by loving it sincerely, by having it once for all engraved on   
  our hearts, and there rooted so as to produce fruit in our life, finally, by being   
  formed by its authority. Then shall it turn to our salvation, as it was intended. 

LEADER: Are all these things put in our own power? 

ALL:   None of them at all; but all these things belong to God only to effect in us by   
  the gift of his Spirit.  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https://pushpay.com/pay/redemptionpeoria/0uId2CqBIz1dIphaXW8qJw


 
HYMN | “YET NOT I BUT THROUGH CHRIST IN ME” | LISTEN & SING 

ALL:   What gift of grace is Jesus, my Redeemer 
  There is no more for heaven now to give 
  He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom 
  My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace 
  To this, I hold: my hope is only Jesus, for my life is wholly bound to his 
  O, how strange and divine — I can sing, “All is mine!” 
  Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

   The night is dark, but I am not forsaken 
  For by my side the Savior, he will stay 
  I labor on in weakness and rejoicing, for in my need his power is displayed 
  To this, I hold: my Shepherd will defend me 
  Through the deepest valley, he will lead 
  O, the night has been won, and I shall overcome! 
  Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

   No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 
  The future sure, the price it has been paid 
  For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
  and he was raised to overthrow the grave 
  To this, I hold: my sin has been defeated 
  Jesus now and ever is my plea 
  O, the chains are released — I can sing, “I am free!” 
  Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

   With every breath, I long to follow Jesus 
  For he has said that he will bring me home 
  And day by day, I know he will renew me  
  Until I stand with joy before the throne 
  To this, I hold: my hope is only Jesus! All the glory evermore to him! 
  When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:  
  “Yet not I, but through Christ in me!” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwc2d1Xt8gM


BENEDICTION 
A blessing for the road, or even into social distancing. 

CLOSING BLESSING | ROMANS 15:13 

LEADER: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the   
  power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

LEADER: Peace be with you! 

ALL:   And also with you! 

DOXOLOGY 

ALL: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 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